Now that you’ve heard about Colab and gotten a chance to explore a simple Colab we thought we’d give you a couple of tips and tricks for using Colab in this course:

1. Each Colab instance will stay alive as long as you interact with it once every 90 minutes.
2. Each instance will only last for a maximum of 12 hours so make sure to download all of the files you need ASAP to avoid losing them. We will discuss particular files of note as we start to use longer Colabs later in the specialization.
3. You can access the files in the [image: ]
Colab VM on the left side of the screen by clicking the folder icon: 
<Alt text: File folder structure on the Colab VM>
4. By default all of your files are saved under /content and by default you start only seeing that folder. 
5. Remember, while the code cells in Colab default to python, any bash command can be executed by prepending the command with !. For example you can unzip a file with !unzip file.zip -d destination_folder
6. To download a file from Colab simply click the three dots next to the file’s name and then select download
7. To upload a file to Colab simply click the icon with the piece of paper with a folded corner and an arrow on it below the word Files
8. To make permanent changes to a Colab you need to select file->Save a copy in Drive which will make a copy of the Colab in your drive with your changes saved.
9. You can drastically speed up Neural Network training by activating a GPU instance. This can be done through runtime->Change runtime type and then selecting GPU under Hardware accelerator:[image: ]	Comment by Brian Plancher: my screenshot
<Alt text: Notebook setting for choosing hardware accelerator.>
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